
JB: Tonight we are delighted to chat with Hopscotch poet Jackie Hosking. Jackie’s poem Dreamy is 
a wonderful example of the perfect goodnight read to children. It’s soft and gentle words are 
soothing and are beautifully enjoyed when your child is curled up in your lap at bedtime. I have 
read this poem to my children many times and it is a now favourite.. 

Thank you for joining us tonight Jackie. 

JH: Thanks for having me Donna and thank you for your kind words about my poem! 

JB: Welcome Jackie. What inspired your poem? 

JH: I wrote Dreamy as part of a collection of bedtime poems many years ago. I’ve always been 

fascinated by dreams and dreaming and having a young son who often had nightmares was 

definitely part of why I wrote a poem about happy dreams. 

JB: can certainly see your influence of nightmares and happy dreams as a soothing experience for 

your son. Do you have a favourite stanza? 

JH: I think I like the last verse best… 

Then float above the sea 
And whales can come to tea 
And then too soon 
The laughing moon 
beams slide you back to me 

I like how I’ve split the word moonbeams over two lines to rhyme moon with soon and I also like the 

imagery of the dream taking the child away but also bringing them home again. 

JB: Oh Jackie, yes that is my favourite too. I also like how you have split the words to allow the 

natural flow and rhyme. 

Which poets’ work did you enjoy to read as a child? 

JH: My favourite poet as a child was A.A. Milne. My grandfather bought me “When We Were Very 

Young” and “Now We are Six” when I was 6yrs old and I loved every single page. Both my parents 

love to read so I remember many happy evenings being read these wonderful poems. I also loved 

(love) the fabulous poems by Lewis Carroll. Roald Dahl was another favourite as was C J Dennis. 

JB: Such wonderful writers. 

Tell us a bit about your writing process.  

JH: I can’t say that I have a set writing process as such. I definitely write in fits and starts and can go 

days without writing anything at all. I recently did a poetry course with Lorraine Marwood and that 

was fantastic – to have something to springboard off really helped the creative juices to flow. Being 

a mum and wife etc sometimes means that I put my own writing on hold but when I’m inspired then 

I can sit and write for hours. I’m definitely an all or nothing type of writer. 

JB: Thanks for sharing that with us Jackie. We love to hear about writers and their writing spurts! 

Do you have a site our readers can visit? 



JH: Yes I do – it’s http://jackiehoskingpio.wordpress.com/  

There you can find out about my poetry, my rhyming manuscript editing service and the children’s 

writing and illustrating industry e-zine – PASS IT ON. 

JB: Great Thanks Jackie. 

PIO is a fantastic e-zine full of great tips, notices, interviews and articles. PIO is available every 
Monday, those interested should visit Jackie’s site for more details.  

Thank you Jackie for chatting with us this evening. I wish you all the very best in your endeavours 
and hope you decide to submit more poems for our anthologies.  

Donna  
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